
February 10, 2025: Photos taken over the past two years from the same spot, 
diagonally across Market Street from the “OY/YO” sculpture outside the Weitzman 
National Museum of American Jewish History in the Historic District.
Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer
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When doing assignments over the past two years in Philadelphia’s 
Historic District or visiting the paper’s newsroom on Independence Mall, 
as a photographic exercise and a way to clear my mind, I would set a 
timer on my phone for 7.6 minutes (you know, for our big 1776 
anniversary next year). Standing at the exact spot, diagonally across 
Market Street from the “OY/YO” sculpture by artist Deborah Kass outside 
the Weitzman National Museum of American Jewish History, I watched 
the pedestrians and traffic.
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One that got away. I saw it just as I was walking toward my "spot."
Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

Inspired by the yellow car version of the classic kids-in-car driving game 
Punch Buggy, I wanted to see if I could get a picture of a yellow car — or 
umbrella or taxi cab — passing in front of the sculpture.

I didn’t want to spend all day doing it (I’ve done that before) so the 7.6 
minutes seemed a good way to make the effort manageable. Every so 
often when I was in the neighborhood, which is a lot.

There have been plenty of close-but-no-cigar encounters. Once I saw a 
yellow car coming, but there was another car in front of it as it passed. 

Another time, a sporty little yellow convertible zipped by but my spot that 
day was behind barricades set up for the Trump-Harris debate at the 
nearby National Constitution Center.
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I have made a few other images, not all around my spot.



I waited, longer than 7.6 minutes, just hoping someone would push this grocery cart 
anywhere near the sculpture.
Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

3

Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer



Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

Now this is where you’re naturally expecting to see my payoff. The 
picture I got as a reward for patiently standing (for 7.6 minutes at a time) 
for the past 24 months. Nope. Instead I present an excellent image made 
just last week — a weather photo by my colleague Alejandro A. Alvarez.
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The front of the PHILLY & REGION section of The Philadelphia Inquirer Friday, Feb, 7, 
2025.
Alejandro A. Alvarez

I’ll keep trying. I realized while writing this that I’ve never stood there for 
my 7.6 minutes after dark. Stay tuned.

find this article : https://www.inquirer.com/photo/oy-yo-sculpture-weitzman-philly-
street-photography-20250210.html

5


