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So. Many. Feelings. Leave it to text art to explain

Scolch

Tranapasen Tagio

here are always a few breakout stars at these art fairs, the newcomers and

veterans who seem to pop up around every corner, and this year it was fun

to see lots of Mel Bochner, the classic Conceptualist who has been mess-
ing around with language since the ’60s and writing up a storm in recent years.
The artist, whose show “Strong Language” opens at New York’s Jewish Museum
in May, was everywhere, from Art Basel Miami Beach to Art Miami to Miami
Project: questioning, badgering, explicating, and messing with the viewer. All
through his art, that is.

Here’s a sampling of word-art chatter from Art Basel Miami Beach:

From top: Tom Sachs, Scotch, 2011, at Sperone Westwater; Barbara Kruger, Untitled (Value), 2013,
at Mary Boone; David Shrigley at Anton Kern; Haroon Gunn-Salie, Turn the Other Way, 2013, at
Goodman Gallery; Mel Bochner, Know What | Mean?, 2012, at Two Palms; Mel Bochner, Nothing,
2006, at Rhona Hoffman; Robert Indiana, LOVE red/red, 1973, at Paul Kasmin; Deborah Kass, Joy,
2013, at Paul Kasmin; Mel Bochner, Blah Blah Blah, 2013, at Peter Freeman; Doug Aitken, End,
2012, at John Berggruen.
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